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I am proud to live in Azerbaijan, the 
country of nine climatic zones, magnificent 
landscapes and splendid flora and fauna. 
It was the beautiful nature of my 
motherland that inspired me to be more 
conscious about the environment and 
think about the steps we can take for the 
sustainable future of the planet.

After establishing IDEA I was glad to see 
the similar interest of the young people 
to the environmental issues and their 
willingness to take immediate actions 
in this field. During the two years of our 
activity we have united thousands of 
local and foreign students and specialists, 
fulfilled different projects, planted 
tens of thousands of trees, took care of 
animals, and I believe we will continue to 
develop new initiatives and explore other 
directions. 

These achievements show the potential 
young people have to the real positive 
changes for the environment. This 
potential means the energy of those 
who are open to dialogue and looking 
for innovations, those who are free of 

prejudice and unnecessary boundaries. 
Today as the technologies speed up the 
process of communication, we get a 
wonderful opportunity of building new 
bridges and creating the networks of these 
activists from all around the globe united 
for one goal and ready to share their 
knowledge and experience.

The IDEA’s slogan “One Earth, One 
Future” reflects our philosophy, our 
thinking and behavior, our perception of 
the reality of environmental situation. It 
is our common task to protect the planet 
and each step taken for the environment 
will be our shared success. This is the 
main reason why addressing the issues of 
environmental degradation, management 
of natural resources, climate change and 
other critical matters have to be faced in 
cooperation with all countries and with 
the commitment from every member of 
the international community. And that 
is why the young generation should be 
involved in this important process in order 
to decide what kind of planet we all would 
like to live on henceforth. 

After All, it’s All About 
 the choices we mAke, right?
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About
international
DialogUe for 
environmental
action
The rapid development and swift 
industrialization of the South Caucasus 
region has brought about environmental 
concerns and raised many ecological 
issues in recent years. Azerbaijan, 
as a country blessed with natural oil 
and gas reserves and located in an 
environmentally challenging region, 
has also been active in solidifying and 
focusing society’s efforts to thwart the 
dangers posed by ecological challenges. To 
that end, the year of 2010 was announced 
the Year of Ecology in Azerbaijan. Despite 
its young age, the country managed to 
reshuffle and refocus on environmental-
friendly industries and businesses, while 
engaging the younger generation in 
awareness-building and empowering each 

member of the community to become 
a leader for local environmental action. 
The first ever Center for Restoration and 
Rehabilitation of Wild Nature in the South 
Caucasus was established in Azerbaijan. 
The country is also proud to have nine 
of 11 existing climatic zones in the world 
and is well known for its subtropical palm 
trees and pineapples  in the south and 
alpine glaciers in the north. This factor 
also provides for incredible diversity 
of flora and fauna in the wild nature of 
the Caucasus. The young generation in 
Azerbaijan understands the difficulty and 
urgency of the environmental burdens of 
the time and shares a common passion for 
the environment.
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The IDEA (International Dialogue for 
Environmental Action) Public Association 
was launched by the Vice-President of 
the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Mrs. 
Leyla Aliyeva, on July 12, 2011 in Baku. 
The organization is aimed at promoting 
public awareness of environmental issues 
and action, collaboration with youth, 
education in the field of environmental 
problems and finding proper solutions for 
them.

During these two years the organization 
has carried out various projects, from tree 
planting for young environmentalists and 
students, to an international photo contest 
for children, Children’s Eyes on Earth, in 
which 1,200 children from five continents 
and 90 countries took part. 

IDEA has also become a network of young 
environmentalists from all around the 
globe, holding a number of conferences 
and meetings with the participation of 

international experts, such as a conference 
in Gabala in November 2011, and a Green 
Week series of conferences held jointly 
with the UNEP Regional Office for Europe 
in November 2012. 

IDEA is all about working with young 
people to put environmental awareness 
and action at the heart of family, 
community and national life. Our 
mission is to create a real and virtual 
community of young people, regionally 
and internationally, with a shared passion 
for the environment; to nurture virtual 
community through an open dialogue 
which provides information, inspiration 
and practical calls for environmental 
actions; and to empower each member of 
this community to become an ambassador 
and leader for local environmental 
awareness and action.



WhAt is our

iDea?
IDEA is based on the principles of 
dialogue, action, leadership and 
education – all essential ingredients 
for equipping a generation to create 
positive and sustainable environmental 
change.

Dialogue: Exchange of ideas 
through regular forum events and 
local groups – both at national and 
international level.

Action: Participation in, and 
organization of, youth camps, events 
and specific environmental projects.

Leadership: Encouraging 
and recognizing young leaders, who 
can effectively spread the word and lead 
others in our environmental endeavors.

Education: Providing 
resources to schools, groups and 
communities, to empower them to 
protect their environment better.
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Mobilizing
AzerbAijAni Youth
for rio+20
agreement with UnDP

Rio+20 or Earth Summit is a very big 
project that had been held in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1992 and in Johannesburg 
in 2002. Once in ten years global 
leaders come together to define a 
sustainable development pathway 
that secures a reasonable standard 
of living for the global population 
whilst preserving our ecosystems and 
resources.

On October 21, 2011, the Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation and the United 
Nations Development Program 
signed a Cooperation Agreement 
on Mobilizing Azerbaijani Youth for 
Action in Preparation for the Rio+20 
Summit in 2012.

by signing this Agreement, 
AzerbAijAn got An excellent 
opportunity to be involved 
in globAl movement of 
sustAinAble development.

We will go to schools 
and universities; 
we will knock 
on every door;                                                         
and we will make 
sure that those who 
are unaware of the 
ecological downturn 
of our century get 
enlightened and 
acknowledge the 
problem.

Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva
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Mr. Tural MaharraMov, sTudenT of 
The naTional aviaTion acadeMy, was 
awarded The firsT place, while The 
second and Third places wenT To Ms. 
nurana akhundzade, sTudenT of The 
Baku sTaTe universiTy, and Ms. alla 
savelyeva, sTudenT of The azerBaijan 
diploMaTic acadeMy, respecTively.

Winners of “send your message to 
rio+20” essay Competition have 
been aWarded

This one-year project aimed 
to encourage young people to 
participate in the preparatory process 
for the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development, held 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2012. It 
also aimed to help young people 
share their views and ideas on how 
to tackle the challenges of sustainable 
development in Azerbaijan. For 
this purpose, within the framework 

“Mobilizing Azerbaijani Youth for 
Action in Preparation for the Rio+20 
Summit in 2012”, IDEA held an essay 
competition “Send your message 
to Rio+20” among Azerbaijani and 
international students from different 
universities of Baku, and a project A 
Young Tree for A Young Spirit.

13

IDEA Campaign • Activity Report 2011-2013



Environmental protection 
knows no boundaries.  
It is our common task and 
each step taken to protect 
the environment will be 
our shared success.

Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva
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InternatIonal 
Camp of Young 
envIronmentalIsts
in Gabala
In November, 2011, more 
than 80 environmentalists  
from  35  countries  
participated  in  the  
International Camp  of  
Young  Environmentalists,  
held  in  Gabala, Azerbaijan. 
The youth camp which  
was  held  for  three  days, 
included an  opening  
ceremony and  three  
different  workshops.  
Participants adopted the 
Gabala Declaration, calling 
on  people  around  the  
world  to  take  personal  
responsibility for ecological 
problems  and  urging them 
to  bring  environmental  

action  and  thinking into 
their  daily  lives. The 
main objectives of this 
camp were to promote the 
active participation of the 
young environmentalists in 
public life in the region, to 
reinforce the role of young 
environmentalists in their 
own communities and 
encourage them to become 
ambassadors for local 
environmental awareness, 
and to nurture communities 
through an open 
dialogue, while ensuring 
the emergence of a new 
generation of independent 
young experts in the field of 
environmental studies.
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mAIDEn  toWEr
birDhoUses installeD
in the Downtown
of bakU
In spring 2012 during 
restoration  work  at  the  
Maiden  Tower,  Baku’s  
main  landmark and  a  12th  
century cultural  monument, 
workers  came  across 
numerous  birds’  nests.  
Flocks of swifts,  highly  
aerial  birds,  had  built 
approximately  200  nests  
on  the  monument.  The 
restoration work could not be 
stopped, but the start of  the 
conservation  process  on  the  
Maiden  Tower  threatened  
the  existence  of these  
nests.  In  order  to  save the 
birds’ nests and ensure  their  
safety,  the IDEA  campaign,  
together  with the  Ichari  
Shahar  State  Historical  
and  Architectural  Reserve,  
launched the project to  
create special simulated  
nests  for  these  birds,  
while  the  restoration work  
continued  on  the  Maiden  
Tower. These human-made 
nests will be shelters for birds 
for many years.
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The Baku Debate Forum, organized by the IDEA 
campaign, Tamiz Shahar JSC and Debate in Civil Society 
Public Union, was launched in March 2012 and included 
training, debating contests and expert meetings for the 
students of 15 universities in Azerbaijan. 

During the training the theory of “3Rs” (Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle) was discussed in order to develop progressive 
green thinking in society. The participants were divided 
into different groups that competed with each other. This 
debate project was very successful because young citizens 
of Azerbaijan gained a lot of information about ecology 
as they sought to prove their standpoints. In the award 
ceremony, held on May 21, 2012, the winning team 
received the Green Thinking Cup.

baku Debate Forum
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The sixth INEPO-Eurasia  
competition was held in Baku on 
April 6-7, 2012 with the support 
of Azerbaijan’s education and 
ecology and natural resources 
ministries, state oil company 
SOCAR, the Çağ Öyrәtim 
company and the INEPO-
Eurasia environmental public 
union, with the information 
support of the Public TV & 
Radio Broadcasting Company. 

During this event, the organizers and 
juniors of the competition presented the 
Special International Honorary Award for 
Environmental Protection to Mrs. Leyla 
Aliyeva in her capacity as founder of the 
IDEA initiative. The competition aimed 
to make the younger generation aware of 
environmental problems and environmental 
protection, to develop an environmental 
outlook, to nurture enthusiasm to protect the 
natural, cultural and aesthetic heritage and to 
involve children in different projects to tackle 
environmental issues. INEPO-Eurasia was 
first held in 2007 and involved schoolchildren 
from 17 countries. It has since become a 
regular event with some 400 schoolchildren 
from 42 countries winning the right to take 
part in the competition. Jurors praised 130 out 
of 350 projects from foreign countries, and 60 
out of 294 Azerbaijani projects.

InEpo-
EurAsIA-2012 
competition 
in bakU

The sixth “INEPO-Eurasia”  
competition was held in Baku on 
6-7 April, 2012 with the support of 
Azerbaijan’s education and ecology 
and natural resources ministries, 
state oil company SOCAR, the 
“Çağ Öyrәtim” company and the 
“INEPO-Eurasia” environmental 
public union and the information 
support of the Public TV & Radio 
Broadcasting Company. 

INEPO-Eurasia-2012 
competition in BakuParticipated countries

2007 - 17 Countries
2008 - 24 Countries
2009 - 31 Countries
2010 - 33 Countries
2011 - 35 Countries
2012 - 42 Countries
2013 - 45 Countries

INEPO-EUROASIA 
109, Fatalikhan Khoyski ave,
Baku, AZERBAIJAN

Tel:  (+994 12) 465 84 10
Fax:  (+994 12) 465 63 45
info@inepo-euroasia.com

20 IDEA Campaign • Activity Report 2011-2013

www.ideacampaign.org



The environmental education of the 
young generation is a guarantee of a 
sustainable future. For this reason, 
IDEA organizes different social 
activities on ecology, and treats the 
new generation in an ecologically 
responsible way. These awareness-
raising programs of IDEA have been 
welcomed by students as a chance to 
be engaged not only in studies but 
also in social activities.

lEcturEs AnD 
EnvIronmEntAl
DEbAtEs in local 
Universities

In 2012, IDEA gathered 
all environmental non-
governmental, governmental 
and international organizations 
together for the discussion of 
environmental issues and the 
importance of cooperating in 
order to reduce their affects 
on the planet. These meetings, 
concentrated on the general 
environmental state of the 
country and sustainable 
development issues that were 
discussed in detail since these 
issues are essential at both 
national and international levels.
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husEyngulu
bAgIrov
minister of ecology 
anD natUral 
resoUrces of 
the repUblic of 
azerbaiJan 

Which environmental 
problem, in your 
opinion, is the 
most challenging in 
Azerbaijan and the 
world in general?

Technical progress, the worsening of 
social and ecological contradictions and 
the drastic demographic explosion are 
characterized by the degradation of the 
environment. Environmental problems 
are closely connected with the modern 
world. Even in the migration period 
people did not use nature as much as 
they do today. It is the main reason for 
global environmental problems, such 
as loss of biodiversity, global warming, 
land degradation and desertification, the 
decrease in forests, problems of water 
resources, etc.

In 1992, the international conference 
in Rio de Janeiro that was held on the 
initiative of the United Nations defined 
that the future development of the world 
would depend most of all on the solution 
of environmental problems. Different 
ways of addressing environmental 
issues and important decisions were 
considered at the conference, including 
the “Concept of Sustainable Development” 
that already transformed into a key-note 
document, as well as global environmental 
conventions on climate change, combating 
desertification and biodiversity.

 Of course, these problems have impacted 
on Azerbaijan as well. But I would point 
out the issue of desertification as the most 
pressing problem in the country. In recent 
years real positive changes have been 
achieved in tackling all the other problems, 
while the process of desertification and the 
loss of fertile lands still continues.

Please tell us more 
about the recent 
measures taken 
in Azerbaijan on 
the protection of 
environment?

The rapid growth of the economy, 
including the successful implementation 
of the well-planned oil strategy of the 
National Leader of Azerbaijan Heydar 
Aliyev, created great opportunities for 
addressing environmental problems. The 
close attention of the country’s leadership 
to environmental issues has increased the 
efficiency of the measures taken in this 
field. Major projects have been successfully 
implemented and continue to be fulfilled in 
this direction.

Over the past ten years, due to the 
intensification of tree planting and 
reforestation measures the forest area has 
reached more than 1 million hectares, 
increasing from 11.4 to 11.8 % of the total 
territory of the country.

Over the past 10 years more than 20 
million different species of trees and shrubs 
have been planted in the areas outside the 
forest territories. Over the last 5 years large 
landscaping projects based on up-to-date 
methods have been implemented around 
the city of Baku and Absheron peninsula. 
3.4 million trees and shrubs were planted 
on an area of 3294 hectares, with the 
length of drip irrigation system of about 
9 kilometers. As a part of these projects 
more than 845,000 olive saplings have been 
planted in different regions over an area 
of 1384 hectares. It is worth mentioning 
that the area of these new olive plantations 
equals the area of all the olive groves 
planted throughout Azerbaijani history.
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husEyngulu
bAgIrov
minister of ecology 
anD natUral 
resoUrces of 
the repUblic of 
azerbaiJan 

IntervIews

We face the task of achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals in 
water management. In order to improve 
wastewater management the existing large 
wastewater treatment plants are being 
modernized and new ones built and a 
sewer system is being laid in all the regions 
of the country. Based on the order of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
«On Measures for the Protection of the 
Caspian Sea from pollution» the Ministry 
of Ecology and Natural Resources 
established the “environmental protection 
system of the Caspian Sea” consisting of 17 
stations of sewage treatment plants for the 
cleaning of around 6400 cubic meters of 
wastewater daily aimed at preventing the 
contamination of about 100 kilometers of 
the coastal strip of the Absheron peninsula.

Large-scale projects are also being 
implemented for the population’s supply of 
drinking water and water supply systems 
are built in all regions of the country. 
Since 2007, according to the order of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
«On some measures to improve supplies 
of clean drinking water» the Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources installed 
water treatment modular structures aimed 
at providing safe drinking water to the 
most remote settlements in a short time; 
as a result more than 400,000 people in 
222 villages along the Kura and Araz rivers 
have been provided with clean drinking 
water.

Work on the development of specially 
protected natural territory has been carried 
out in order to preserve the biodiversity 
and save the gene pool of rare species of 
plants and animals, with the area having 
doubled over the last 10 years. Currently 
there are 9 national parks, 11 state nature 
reserves and 24 state national parks with 
a total area of 893 thousand hectares. 
There was not a single national park in 
Azerbaijan until 2003, while today the 
specially protected areas form 10.3 % of 
the country’s territory, including national 
parks of 3.7%.  Special attention is being 

paid to the historic reintroduction of 
some species to their habitat. More than a 
hundred head of gazelle have been resettled 
in their historical habitats as part of the 
project implemented with the support of 
the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. As a result 
of all these measures there has been a 
natural growth of rare species that were in 
danger of extinction.

Serious progress has been achieved in the 
field of waste management. A modern 
plant for the incineration of municipal 
solid waste was built in Baku with the 
capacity of 500 thousand tons per annum 
together with a screening plant; in 
addition, the Balakhani landfill has been 
rehabilitated.

Special attention is being paid to the 
management of hazardous waste. The 
National Center for the management of 
hazardous waste was established at the 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
and the landfill of hazardous waste was 
built where more than 100 thousand cubic 
meters of toxic mercury waste and other 
industrial waste, including medical waste 
has been disposed of.

In recent years outstanding results have 
been achieved in Azerbaijan in the field 
of the mitigation of climate change. 
Despite the fact that Azerbaijan is not 
included in the group of Annex 1 of the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (i.e. the country didn’t 
take quantitative commitments to reduce 
waste causing a thermal effect) and these 
wastes in Azerbaijan constitute a very small 
part of the world’s waste, in the period after 
Kyoto concrete measures have been taken 
aimed at reducing waste; as a result, despite 
the rapid development of the economy, this 
waste has been reduced from 70 million 
tons in 1990 to 50± 2, 5 million tons per 
year since 2005. 



In your opinion, 
what should be done 
to encourage the 
younger generation of 
Azerbaijani people to 
be more responsible 
for their environment?

Young people now stand at the forefront 
of the Azerbaijani society and try to 
take an active part in the solution of 
environmental problems. Over recent 
years lots of initiatives have been held by 
youth organizations such as the clean-up 
activities in the Absheron coastal areas, 
the installation of birdfeeders, activities 
on environmental education for students, 
various competitions, project proposals 
on the development of renewable energy 
or biodiversity and others. In order to 
explain to them the importance of taking 
responsibility for the environment, it is 
necessary to carry out various activities 
and reach as many young people as 
possible and motivate them to realize and 
find their role in this diverse work.

How would you 
assess the importance 
and impact of the 
environmental 
changes on the daily 
life of people?

According to the Constitution, everyone 
has a right to live in a healthy environment, 
as well as receive information about the 
current state of the ecology of the country. 
At the same time, no one is allowed to 
harm or damage the environment and 
natural resources. This is guaranteed by the 
state. According to the Constitution, the 
protection of the environment is the duty 
of every person. Ecological balance can 
only be achieved through the formation 
of an appropriate environmental outlook 
in all age groups, especially among the 
younger generation. Youngsters should be 
inculcated with a feeling of responsibility 
for the protection and improvement of the 
ecology in order to ensure their careful 
attention to the environment. For this 
purpose different propaganda mechanisms 
should be used.  

Since the establishment of the Ministry 
of Ecology and Natural Resources 
the promotion of ecology, along with 
environmental education and public 
awareness in the field of environmental 
protection, was chosen as one of the top 
priorities in its multilateral activities. The 
Environmental Propaganda Department 
was established at the Ministry aimed at 
providing environmental education and 
enlightenment.

Information about the activities of the 
Ministry, including its main directions 
and the promotion of the sustainable 
development concept, as well as all 
materials on the activities carried out by all 
its services is widely covered in the media 
and is available on the official website of 
the Ministry.

husEyngulu
bAgIrov
minister of ecology 
anD natUral 
resoUrces of 
the repUblic of 
azerbaiJan 
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Bianca Stan

15 years
Romania

Fields of Green 
“Here we come... let the children conquer the world!”

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 / 3rd Prize



A young trEE For 
A young spIrIt
tree-planting
in 2012
IDEA  participants  launched  
a  special campaign  with 
the motto of  “A young  tree  
for a young  spirit”,  under 
which  300,000  trees  were 
to be  planted by the UN 
conference Rio+20 on 
Sustainable Development to 
be held in June 2012, in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil.

 Volunteers – students from 
different universities of Baku, 
government workers, and 
representatives of different 
organizations – have already 
made huge progress  and  
initial  mass  tree-planting  
took  place  at the  “Greening 
Department 2″ located on 
the 17th km of the Zikh 
highway from Heydar Aliyev 
Airport towards the city 
center. 

More than 20 thousand 
of trees and decorative 
plants have been 
planted within the 
action.
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On April 22, 2012, 
International Earth 
Day, Minister 
of Ecology and 
Natural Resources 
of Azerbaijan 
Huseyngulu Bagirov 
participated at one 
of these tree-planting 
events. More than 
20,000 trees and 
decorative plants 
were planted as part 
of the action.
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Earth Hour is a worldwide 
event that is organized by 
the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), encouraging 
households and businesses 
to turn off their non-essential 
lights for one hour. The 
action involves both 
individuals and organizations, 
state and commercial 
institutions, municipal 
education establishments 
and schools.

In 2007 the first ever Earth 
Hour event was held in 
Sydney with the participation 
of 2.2 million people. Today 
the number of countries 
involved has reached 152 
with 6,950 cities participating 
in this event.

Earth hour is thE singlE, largEst, symbolic 
mass participation EvEnt in thE world.   born 
out of a hopE that wE could mobilizE pEoplE 
to takE action on climatE changE, Earth 
hour now inspirEs a global community of 
millions of pEoplE in 7,001 citiEs and towns 
across 152 countriEs and tErritoriEs to 
switch lights off for an hour as a massivE 
show of concErn for thE EnvironmEnt.

Albania
Andorra
Antartica
Antigua
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Croatia
Curacao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican 
Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
Galapagos
Georgia
Germany
Gibraltar
Greece
Greneda
Guam

Guatemala
Holland
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Republic of 
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
South Korea
Kosovo
Kurdish Region of 
Northern Iraq
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malaysia
Maldives
Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palestine

Papua New 
Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Rwanda
Saint Helena
Saint Lucia
Samoa
Saudi Arabia
Scotland
Senegal
Serbia
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and 
Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab 
Emirates
United Kingdom
Uraguay
USA
Uzbekistan
Venezuela
Vietnam
Wales
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Earth hour is a global EvEnt madE 
possiblE by tEams in 135 countriEs 
turning lights off locally.
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Azerbaijan entered the list of 
countries supporting this global 
campaign in 2011, turning off 
the lights of the Maiden Tower. 
Along with Baku, the towns of 
Ismayilli and Sabirabad took 
part in this event. On March 31, 
2012, the biggest Earth Hour 
event in Azerbaijan was held 
with the support of the IDEA 
Campaign. The lights of the Maiden 
Tower, Shirvanshahs Palace, Park 
Boulevard, Hilton Hotel, Bridge 
Plaza, ZQAN Holding headquarters 
and Azerbaijan Technical University 
were switched off for one hour. This 
action was held in the cities of Baku, 
Ganja and Lankaran and in Lahij.
In 2013, for Earth Hour the lights 
of the symbol of modern Baku, the 
Flame Towers, and of the symbol 
of the old Azerbaijani capital, the 
Maiden Tower, along with 10 more 
modern and historical buildings 
were switched off from 19:30 to 
20:30. 

www.earthhour. az
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youth 21:  
globAl 
youth 
lEADErshIp 
For chAngE
forUm
An IDEA delegation 
represented Azerbaijan 
at Youth 21-Building for 
Change. In the panel on 
“Leadership of youth in 
sustainable development”, a 
representative of IDEA gave 
detailed information about 
the campaign and shared 
her experience on the topic 
with the forum participants. 
Cooperation opportunities 
between representatives of 
organizations of different 
countries and the IDEA 
campaign were discussed 
and an agreement on joining 
efforts in the future to tackle 
international ecological 
problems was reached during 
the forum.

On March 15-18, 2012, the United 
Nations organized the Youth 21: 
Global Youth Leadership for Change 
Forum in Nairobi, Kenya. This 
high-level event was attended  by  
prominent  leaders  of  national 
and international youth NGOs, UN 
agency  representatives,  member  
states, private sector and foundations. 
The main purpose of the forum was 
the discussion of youth engagement 
in sustainable livelihoods,  economic  
and  political  governance and 
assessment of  perspectives on  global  
youth  issues. 

Over 200 people 
representing governments, 
UN agencies, private 
sector, NGOs and youth-led 
organizations are gathering 
in Nairobi to discuss 
and think how we can 
ensure young people are 
meaningfully engaged in 
decision making processes 
at the UN level.
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IDEA cAmpAIgn 
presentation at
the hoUse of lorDs

During the official reception 
at the House of Lords on 
March 23, 2012, members 
of the British Parliament, as 
well as representatives of the 
diplomatic corps in Great Britain 
got acquainted with the recent 
activity of the IDEA campaign. 
The initiator of the campaign 
Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva gave detailed 
information about environmental 
projects realized by IDEA in 
Azerbaijan. The event also 
involved representatives of 
different ecological organizations, 
Azerbaijani Ecology and Natural 
Resources Minister Huseyngulu 
Bagirov, the Chairman of the 
political analysis and information 
department of the Presidential 
Administration, Elnur Aslanov, and 
the Vice President on Ecology of 
the Azerbaijan State Oil Company, 
Rafiga Huseynzade.

An official reception was held by member of the 
House of Lords Mohammed Sheikh in honor of 
Vice President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva in order to present the IDEA 
international environmental campaign at the 
House of Lords in the British Parliament. The 
presentation of the IDEA campaign was opened 
by the Executive Director of the EcoMuslim 
ecological organization, Omar Faruk. 
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In the next few years 
we will be able to 
create an effective 
environmental 
community                            
in the region and 
make a real change.

Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva



The participants sent their 
essays on the given topic; the 
winners of the competition 
were announced at an award 
ceremony on April 27, 2012 
that was organized at the 
Hilton Hotel in Baku. In his 
speech at the event Deputy 
Economic Development 
Minister Mr. Niyazi Safarov 
stressed the importance of 
forming green thinking and 
psychology among young 
people.

Mr. Tural Maharramov, student of 
the National Aviation Academy, was 
awarded the first place, while the 
second and third places went to Ms. 
Nurana Akhundzade, student of the 
Baku State University, and Ms. Alla 
Savelyeva, student of the Azerbaijan 
Diplomatic Academy, respectively.
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the essay competition 
for students “send your 
message to rio +20” had 
the purpose of  mobilizing 
azerbaijani youth for the 
“rio+20” summit and 
encouraging them to 
think about current global 
environmental problems. 
the iDea essay competition 
attracted new people to our 
initiative and significantly 
strengthened our position 
among young people in 
azerbaijan. 

send your 
message 
to “rio+20” 
contest 
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AzEr gArIb 
traveler anD 
JoUrnalist

You are well-known 
in Azerbaijan as a 
traveler. What are 
the most interesting 
events related to the 
environment that 
you have attended in 
other countries?

Unfortunately, I cannot remember any 
environmental exhibition that I have ever 
visited, but I would like to tell you about 
one of the greatest experiences I have had 
during my travels.

Several years ago, I visited Japan. Prior to 
that, I shared the very common stereotypes 
about this country at that time. After the 
dominance of Japanese cars, household 
appliances, when Japan became associated 
with all the advanced high tech and all 
the very best, the country seemed as if 
inanimate, lifeless, devoid of nature, built 
up with multistorey roads and skyscrapers. 
However, the reality was somewhat 
different. Yes, after just leaving Tokyo 
airport for the city center, you will soar 
up on elevated roads to the fifth, sixth and 
seventh levels. Nevertheless, once the car is 
down to the ordinary city streets, you find 
yourself in a green land, surrounded with 
flowers, trees and fresh air, which makes 
you feel dizzy.

Indeed Tokyo is a very green city. Though 
it is hard to believe, but every tree is 
recorded on a card! Absolutely every one 
of them! Each urban tree has a special 
passport, which records all data about 
this tree – when it was planted, cultivated, 
pruned etc. An unauthorized broken 
branch equals a national catastrophe! That 
is why the city is literally surrounded by 
greenery, singing birds in the parks and 
lilies in the ponds. This, I think, was the 
most powerful open-air environmental 
exhibition for me.

Please describe the 
most interesting 
environmental actions 
that you have seen in 
other countries?
Perhaps the most interesting action, or 
rather, long-term environmental campaign, 
I have witnessed, was a campaign for the 
rehabilitation of sea turtles.

It turns out that sea turtles are suffering 
because of people: they are injured by 
plastic bottles, eat something they should 
not, or get thrown to the shore. As a result, 
turtles are getting sick and the number of 
them is decreasing.

The Burj al Arab Hotel (Dubai) has a 
special laboratory in which these turtles 
are nursed for a few months, nurtured and 
then let out into the ponds and canals of 
Madinat Jumeirah, where turtles are free 
and get used to their former life. Then, only 
after rehabilitation, a ceremony of releasing 
the turtles into the open sea is held. 

It is also considered the start of the Big 
Jumeirah Sea Turtle Race. Turtles get 
satellite tags from different hotels, and 
the turtle that swims the furthest within a 
particular period from the release point, 
is considered the winner. The hotel owner 
celebrates victory by arranging a festival.

The satellite tags then help scientists track 
the further life of the turtles.
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AzEr gArIb 
traveler anD 
JoUrnalist

Which environmental 
problem, in your 
opinion, is more 
relevant at this point 
in Azerbaijan and in 
the world generally?
In my opinion, one of the most pressing 
environmental problems facing my 
country is the land contamination at the 
sites of former oil fields. In Soviet times, in 
contrast to the present day, this problem 
was treated in a perfunctory manner, 
which led to the fact that land in Absheron 
suffers from oil pollution. I know that work 
is under way to reclaim that land and I 
hope it will be successfully completed.

In addition, another big problem is the 
lack of water in some Azerbaijan regions. 
Concerning the situation in Baku, then, 
perhaps, the most pressing environmental 
concern now is the polluted air.

Are you ready to 
switch from a car to a 
bike for the sake of the 
environment?
To be frank, I am not ready to switch from 
a car to a bike and it is unlikely I will be 
ready in the near future. This is because 
Baku is not located on flat terrain, so it 
is hard to go up hills, and unfortunately 
there is no proper respect for cyclists from 
drivers, so this is quite dangerous for the 
cyclists. However, I would be happy to ride 
a bike, if we had special lanes for cyclists 
here in Baku. 

I would like to complete my words with 
gratitude for the work that IDEA does. 
I closely watch all your actions and 
projects as IDEA invites me to events, 
and I understand that you are doing great 
and important work. I realize that IDEA 
implements not only practical measures 
to protect the environment, but also to 
propagandize concern for nature, which 
is also very important. I wish you even 
greater success in this noble and rewarding 
work. Carry on!

IntervIews





Anastasya Vorobko

9 years
Russia

SOS! 
“I wanted to show everyone how bad the air is in our city. I see the bird in this picture as 

carrying a message around the world, with the hope that adults everywhere will start to 
care about the air that we breathe. If we don’t look after our planet, then who will?”

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 / 1st Prize



the opening of 
thE IDEA
rEsourcE cEntEr

On May 19, 2012, the first 
IDEA Resource Center was 
opened at the Academy of 
Public Administration under 
the President of Azerbaijan 
in Baku, as a part of the 
project to open resource 
centers in the capital and 
regions of Azerbaijan. From 
the date of its opening the 
center has been home to 
many short and long term 
training courses, seminars, 
roundtables and lectures on 
environmental topics, as well 
as “eco-cinema” sessions both 
for students and specialists in 
this field. The well-equipped 
resource center includes 
designated areas specifically 
for reading, researching 
and discussions, as well as 
for getting some rest. It also 
subscribes to a number of 
international journals and 
bulletins in order to secure 
up-to-date information on 
environmental matters and 
make a difference though 
innovation, leadership and 
proactive actions. In early 
2014, IDEA plans to open its 
second Resource Center in 
Ganja, Azerbaijan.
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Average temperatures will 
increase by as much as 
11 degrees Celsius by the 
end of the 21st century if 
greenhouse gas emissions 
continue to rise at the 
current pace.

Every day 50 to 100 
species of plants and 
animals become extinct 
as their habitat and human 
influences destroy them.

14 billion pounds of trash is 
dumped into the ocean every 
year.

Every year we throw away 
24 million tons of leaves 
and grass. Leaves alone 
account for 75% of our 
solid waste in the fall.



Eco-summEr  school
2012 in sheki
On July 5-10, 2012, IDEA together 
with Tamiz Shahar JSC held a Sheki 
Summer School with the motto «For 
the Sake of a Clean City!”.

Sixty students were selected out of 
1,500 applicants; the main objectives 
of the camp were to strengthen 
environmental awareness among 
youth in Azerbaijan, to form green 
thinking among them and train 
new qualified specialists in this 
field. In this five-day camp, each of 
the students attended lectures on 
ecology and put their knowledge 
into practice. 

The participants learnt about  
solid waste management and 
different types of solid waste, 
and about methods of solid 
waste utilization. Trainers 
from Tamiz Shahar JSC and 
IDEA held a special session 
on “The Impact of Economic 
Growth on the Environment”.

Sheki
has one of the greatest density 
of cultural resources and 
monuments that include 2700 
years of Azerbaijani history. 
The city boasts a lot of houses 
with red roofs. In pop culture, 
probably the most famous 
feature of Shekinians are their 
nice sense of humour and 
comic tales. Sheki’s comic 
tales hero Hacı dayı (Uncle 
Haji) is the subject of nearly all 
jokes in the area.
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thE FuturE you WAnt
proJect 
On June 5, 2012, the IDEA campaign and 
the Student Youth Organizations of the 
Academy of Public Administration under 
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
hosted the Award Ceremony of the “The 
Future You Want” problem-solution project 
that had begun in May 2012. 

The purpose of the competition 
was to draw young people’s 
attention not only to 
environmental problems but 
also to ways to solve them. 
Participants are expected 
to prepare and conduct 
presentations, in which they will 
explain and demonstrate the 
importance of the environmental 
problems they introduce, and 
suggest tangible solutions. The 
Award Ceremony was held 
in the IDEA Resource Center 
at the Academy of Public 
Administration under the 
President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan.
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FuAD
AkhunDov
aUthor anD
presenter of
«bakU secrets»

As someone who 
knows the history of 
Baku so well, could 
you please tell us 
more about the time 
when the first urban 
park was laid out in 
Baku?
The initiative of military commandant 
R.R. Hoven to green the space between 
the outer and inners walls at the end of 
the 1850s can be considered an attempt 
to create the first public parks in Baku. 
The layout of the park coincided with the 
shift of the center of the province from 
Shamakhi to Baku. After the demolition 
of the outer city wall in 1880 the park was 
greatly expanded and planted with trees. 
Despite its official name of Mikhailovsky 
Garden, for centuries it was called the 
Gubernatorsky (Governor) Garden to 
pay tribute to the initiative of the local 
authorities in its establishment. For 
many years it was the richest and most 
well-groomed landscape area of the town 
center that the city authorities used to 
compensate the lack of greenery in other 
parts of the city.

Another interesting story relates to the 
layout of the Nobel Park (Villa Petrolea) 
in the Black City in 1882. A small corner 
of Nordic culture was cultivated in an 
area of more than 10 hectares through 
the titanic efforts of Ludvig Nobel. A 
tremendous amount of soil, more than 
80,000 trees and shrubs, were brought 
here, and even botanist E. Bekle from 
Warsaw was invited for this reason. 
According to the memoirs of one of the 
Nobel company engineers, an “expensive 
device” was set up in order to reduce the 
temperature in the rooms down to the 
level of 60-68 degrees Fahrenheit, which 
is usual for northerners – that was the 
first air conditioner in the whole region! 
However, the Nobels pursued purely 
corporate purposes in normalizing living 
conditions and providing a place for their 
employees to relax. However, it served 
as a worthwhile role model for the city 
authorities who announced a competitive 
project on the artificial backfill of the 
embankment and landscaping in the years 
1909-1911. Mamed-Hasan Hajinsky, a 
prominent public figure and member of 
the city Duma, played a crucial role in this 
endeavor.
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FuAD
AkhunDov
aUthor anD
presenter of
«bakU secrets»

IntervIews

What can you say 
about the history 
of environmental 
protection action in 
Baku and Azerbaijan?
In my view, the most interesting and 
significant was a recent project related 
to the restoration of Bibi Heybat Bay. 
Reclaimed from the sea in the period 1909 
to 1923, this oil-bearing area of around 300 
hectares became the site a real ecological 
disaster during the times of predatory 
exploitation and violent barbarism, 
especially in the Soviet period. Trying to 
clear these Augean stables of the past is 
more than timely and urgent, especially 
if take into account the fact there are tens 
of thousands of hectares contaminated 
with oil waste on the Absheron Peninsula. 
Another serious problem is the ecology of 
Baku Bay and the utilization of household 
waste and sewage.

You live in Canada 
at present. Please tell 
us how the residents 
and authorities of this 
country care about the 
environment?
Ecology is one of the most important 
advantages of Canada in general, and Toronto 
in particular. I won’t get into any specific 
examples, as there can be lots of them. To me 
the main reason for this tendency is the deeply 
rooted tradition of social dialogue in the field 
of ecology, the product of the educational 
process and, finally, at the lowest level sufficient 
civilized dumpsters on the streets and an 
organized system of sorting garbage into 
organic and inorganic in order to further 
processing. 



protect
thE cAucAsus
bIg FIvE   

As part of the program, 
collars with special 
sensors were fitted on the 
gazelles  which allowed  
the  movements  of  these  
graceful animals  to  be  
monitored.  Through  these  
sensors  it  is  possible  to  
record  the illegal  hunting  
of  gazelles  and  to  take  
proactive  measures  to  
protect  them.

With the aim of protecting 
and increasing the 
number of these animals, 
the  Heydar  Aliyev  
Foundation jointly with  
the  Ministry  of  Ecology  
and  Natural  Resources  
of  the  Republic of  
Azerbaijan  launched  a 
new project to protect and  
resettle  gazelles  in  their  
natural  habitat.  

IDEA  identified  the  Caucasus  Big  Five  – the brown 
bear, imperial eagle,  grey wolf, goitered gazelle  and  
Caucasian  leopard – five animals that are symbols of 
the Caucasus and the region’s main living beauty and 
that are under  threat  of  extinction. 
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reintroDUction 
of gazelles from 
AzErbAIjAn to 
gEorgIA
The Reintroduction of Gazelles to their Historical 
Habitat in the Caucasus project, initiated by the 
Vice-President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva, was successfully implemented 
by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
of Azerbaijan with the support of the Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation, IDEA campaign and the Azerbaijani 
office of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

The purpose of the project was to increase the 
population of gazelles and relocate them to the areas 
where they previously lived but had disappeared for 
various reasons. Reintroduction of the gazelles 
from Azerbaijan to Georgia as part of the 
project was held on October 21, 2013.

“IDEA is successfully implementing 
the project. The relocation of 
gazelles has been very successful. 
Gazelles are well adapted to their 
historical habitat,” Mr. Huseyn 
Bagirov, Minister of Ecology and 
Natural Resources, said. He also 
noted that the project consists of 
two stages.

The first group of gazelles was 
relocated to the territory of 
Absheron district (the traditional 
habitat of gazelles) as part of 
the first stage in 2010. Special 
sensors were put on their necks 
to monitor their vital functions.

In turn, Deputy Minister of 
Ecology and Environmental 
Protection of Georgia Mr. Shalva 
Amerijili expressed special 
gratitude to Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva 
for the initiative.

“Today, we have begun 
restoring the habitat of 
gazelles in Georgia,” Mr. 
Amerijili said. “This is a 
big step forward to the 
restoration of biological 
diversity throughout the 
region. I hope that we will 
also begin the process 
of relocating bison to the 
region in the future.”

Mr. Shalva Amerjili, 
Deputy Minister of Ecology and 
Environmental Protection of 
Georgia



As part of the Caucasus Big Five project, 
IDEA, jointly with the Baku Museum of 
Modern Arts, the Qiz Qalasi Art Gallery, 
Baku Magazine and Ichari Shahar 
State Historical and Architectural 
Reserve organized a Big Five exhibition 
of model gazelles in May 2012 in the 
framework of the Third International 
Maiden Tower Festival. Correlating 
with the IDEA campaign’s “One Earth – 
One Future” slogan, the gazelle models 
had been painted by different artists 
from 23 countries of the world. The 
painted gazelles, exhibited alongside the 
masterpieces of famous artists, helped to 
spread knowledge of one of the beauties 
of the Caucasus. 

The exhibition was also successfully 
performed in Cannes, France in July 
2013. The ceremony was inaugurated 
in the presence of Mehriban Aliyeva, 
First Lady of Azerbaijan, Leyla Aliyeva, 
Vice-President of the Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation and Bernard Brochand, 
Deputy Mayor of Cannes.
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All of the artists participating 
at the exhibition from 
different countries had one 
message – the importance 
of peace, love and mutual 
understanding in the common 
home we live in. This idea 
uniquely correlates with 
IDEA’s main slogan: “One 
Earth – one future”. 

Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva

from environment
to art: 

bIg FIvE
ExhIbItIon





ideA founder 
mrs. leylA 
AliyevA 
holds 
meetings At 
unep And 
unicef in 
genevA

IDEA Campaign Founder Mrs. Leyla 
Aliyeva visited Geneva on June 11, 
2012.  During the visit, she held meetings 
with the UN Deputy Secretary-General, 
Director General of the UN office in 
Geneva Mr. Kasim-Zhomart Tokayev. The 
sides exchanged views on various projects 
implemented by the UN Geneva office, 
especially in the area of environmental 
protection. 

Then Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva met with UNICEF 
Deputy Regional Director Mr. Kirsi Madi 
and Mr. Jan Dusik, Deputy Director and 
Officer-in-Charge of UNEP Regional Office 
for Europe. During the meeting, Mrs. Leyla 
Aliyeva and Mr. Jan Dusik discussed the 
environmental aspects of the Caspian 
Sea, in particular, issues of reproduction 
of sturgeon, raising awareness of local 
fishermen about the breeding of this rare 
species of fish in artificial conditions, the 
relevance of the “green economy” and 
“green economy” project being implemented 
in Azerbaijan. This project is a first pilot 
program to be implemented by UNEP in 
partnership with Azerbaijan’s National 
Academy of Sciences and Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources.
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the sides also discussed issues 
of protection of health and the 
environment. the two sides said 
it would be important to hold 
a joint conference of iDea and 
Unep in geneva, which would 
embrace some of these aspects. 
mrs. leyla aliyeva spoke 
about iDea’s recent activity, 
in particular a joint project of 
iDea and national geographic 
photographer mr. reza Deghati 
for an international children’s 
contest on the theme of ecology. 
mrs. leyla aliyeva also talked 
about the opening of the new 
branch offices of IDEA in Russia 
(moscow), moldova, georgia and 
lithuania. in conclusion, mrs. 
leyla aliyeva presented mr. Jan 
Dusik gifts on behalf of the 
heydar aliyev foundation and 
iDea.



Environmental education 
will empower future leaders 
with the knowledge and tools 
necessary to relate to the 
environmental challenges of 
our time. Our actions today 
are the seeds we sow that will 
bear fruits reaped tomorrow.

Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva

nEW 
lEADErs For 
tomorroW
mrs. leyla 
aliyeva 
at crans 
montana 
forUm 

IDEA Campaign founder Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva attended the 
“New Leaders for Tomorrow” Crans Montana Forum held in 
Baku on June 30, 2012. Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva made a speech 
on ecological tension in the Caucasus region, touching on 
the active role of the IDEA Campaign by raising awareness 
and trying to solve these problems. The session moderated 
by Prof. Daniel Warner saw presentations on “The Role of 
Future Leaders in a Changing World” and “The Impact of 
Globalization on the World Environment”. The event was 
also attended by the First Lady of Azerbaijan, President 
of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation Mehriban Aliyeva; Mr. 
Larry King, former Host Larry King Live, CNN; Nirj 
Deva MEP, Committee on Development & Human Rights; 
Boualem M’ Rakach, President, Confédération Algérienne 
du Patronat, Algeria; Elnur Aslanov, political analysis and 
information department of the Presidential Administration, 
Azerbaijan and Mr. Siriman Traoré, New Leader 2010, 
President, National Council for Youth, Mali.
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Michael Theodric Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 / 3rd Prize
11 years
Indonesia

Morning At Situ Gunung 
 “This image captures rays of light from the morning sun near 

the mountains at Situ Gunung in Sukabumi, West Java.”





tEymur
rAjAbov
chess
granDmaster

Teymur, you have a 
very busy schedule, 
but still, is it possible 
for you to find some 
free time to spend it 
in nature and how 
important is that for 
you?
For me, probably as for everyone, nature 
plays an important role in my life. Nature 
is the source of spiritual life. If I manage 
to spend a couple of days in nature, I feel 
like all the accumulated tiredness from a 
tournament has left me and I get a blissful 
quiet of body and spirit. Therefore, I always 
try at the first opportunity, to find time 
for recreation in nature. I love the sea and 
seascapes.

You are one of 
the most famous 
Azerbaijanis in the 
world. How do you 
think people like you 
can contribute to the 
development and 
promotion of IDEA 
projects?
I think, in addition to the propaganda of 
IDEA activity among family members and 
friends, it would be especially interesting 
to involve popular public figures, such 
as politicians, athletes, representatives of 
show business to participate in various 
IDEA projects. These projects can include 
scientific conferences, different forums, 
short clips or movies and should be widely 
covered by the media: television, Internet, 
newspapers and magazines.

Do you love animals?
The animal world is an integral part of 
nature, closely related to the environment 
and people. This is a special, amazing 
world which can be talked about for hours 
and days. For me, it has huge importance 
and from my early childhood I never 
stopped wondering at this work of nature, 
God, or the Supreme Powers. What an 
amazing variety of shapes and forms, 
colors and characters, habits and instincts! 
When I travel on tournaments, I check for 
the nearest zoo in the town. 

It is our common responsibility to take 
care of the animal world and do everything 
we can in order to save this beautiful and 
amazing gift of nature.

IntervIews



Eco cInEmA
proJect

The main purpose of The projecT is To enlighTen young people on 
environmenTal issues, draw Their aTTenTion To The need To proTecT our 
fragile planeT, as well as To creaTe a real and virTual communiTy of young 
people wiTh a shared passion for The environmenT.

On June 14, 2012, IDEA started a unique 
project in Azerbaijan, «Eco Cinema». 
Causing great interest amongst a wide 
range of students, the «Eco Cinema» 
project, which takes place every two weeks 
at the IDEA Resource Center, shows 
documentary films on environmental 
topics. The most popular environmental 
movies are shown to students with a 
45-minute discussion afterwards.

To commemorate the World Day to Combat 
Desertification and Drought, the world 
known environment related documentary – 

“Home” was screened at the IDEA Resource 
Center, which is based at the Academy of 
Public Administration under the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The movie 
screening was followed by a forty-five-
minute discussion with circa 30 students 
representing Baku based universities.
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grEEn 
conversation 
clUb
The Green Conversation Club was 
launched by the IDEA campaign, to 
enlighten young people about ecological 
issues, to help them to build their 
environmental vocabulary, and to draw 
attention to the need to protect our 
fragile planet. The club is held every week 
and involves more than 20 participants. 
Conducting the Green Conversation Club 
in English also helps young people to 
improve their knowledge of English.

Glass produced from 
recycled glass instead 
of raw materials reduces 
related air pollution by 20%, 
and water pollution by 50%.

Most families throw away 
about 88 pounds of plastic 
every year.

At least 50 million acres of 
rainforest are lost every 
year, totaling an area the 
size of England, Wales and 
Scotland combined.

The energy we save when 
we recycle one glass 
bottle is enough to light a 
traditional light bulb for 
four hours.
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The IDEA for Green 
Azerbaijan project envisaged 
the organization of seminars 
for schoolchildren in 20 cities 
and regions of Azerbaijan. 
The seminars were dedicated 
to the discussion of three 
main topics: the Role of 
Youth in the Struggle for a 
Clean World, Water Means 
Life and A Wonderful Future 
Comes with Planting Trees 
and Plants.

The project involved a wide 
range of volunteers who held 
seminars for more than 7,500 
pupils of 40 regional schools 
of Azerbaijan. 

iDea for 
grEEn AzErbAIjAn

The IDEA campaign works 
with young people to put 
environmental awareness 
and action at the heart of 
family, community and 
national life. Environmental 
education is one of the core 
elements in this activity.
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IDEA’s September activity started with the 
launching of the International Summer School 
Green Corps in cooperation with the OSCE 
office in Baku, the Debate in Civil Society public 
union, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural 
Resources of Azerbaijan and Tamiz Shahar JSC. 
The training was held in Azerbaijan’s southern 
region Lankaran and continued from August 31 
to September 5, 2012.

IDEA experts, 
including Mrs. Lina 
Sleinotaite, IDEA 
Representative in 
Lithuania, PhD 
in Environmental 
Sciences contributed to 
the school as trainers. 
Mrs. Sleinotaite 
delivered a training 
session on Youth 
Engagement with 
Environmental Issues.

grEEn corps 
sUmmer school
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ideA 
contributes 
to the 
protection 
of the 
swans of 
astrakhan

In September 2012, IDEA 
launched a new project on 
protecting the endangered 
species of Astrakhan National 
Reserve. As a part of her visit 
to Astrakhan, the Founder of 
IDEA Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva held 
a meeting with the governor 
of the district Mr. Alexander 
Zhilkin. During the meeting 
she stated the importance of 
paying special attention to the 
beautiful flora and fauna of 
the region. The small swan is 
one of the endangered species 
of Astrakhan National Reserve 
and is now under threat of 
extinction. 
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In her speech, Mrs. Aliyeva also mentioned that starting 
from October 2012, IDEA jointly with the Azerbaijani Youth 
Organization of Russia (AYOR) would hold a contest in 
Astrakhan schools on the protection of this bird. “The winner of 
this contest will have an opportunity to visit Azerbaijan and get 
acquainted with our country,» she said.

In addition, Mrs. Aliyeva 
expressed her willingness to 
support the protection of the 
small swan and other species of 
the Astrakhan National Reserve 
that have been included in the 
Red Book of Endangered Species.
The governor of Astrakhan 
District Mr. Zhilkin expressed 
his gratitude to Mrs. Aliyeva 
for the implementation of these 
projects. He also stressed the 
importance of these actions for 
the nature of the region, as well 
as interstate relations between 
Azerbaijan and Russia.

Swans are birds of the family 
Anatidae within the genus Cygnus. 
The swans’ close relatives include 
the geese and ducks. Swans are 
grouped with the closely related 
geese in the subfamily Anserinae 
where they form the tribe Cygnini. 
Sometimes, they are considered a 
distinct subfamily, Cygninae. There 
are six or seven species of swan 
in the genus Cygnus; in addition 
there is another species known as 
the Coscoroba Swan, although this 
species is no longer considered one 
of the true swans. Swans usually 
mate for life, though ‘divorce’ does 
sometimes occur, particularly 
following nesting failure. The 
number of eggs in each clutch 
ranges from three to eight.
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agreement on 
cooperation 
between
IDEA cAmpAIgn 
WWF-russIA
The restoration of the populations of 
leopards and bisons in the Caucasus, as 
well as the protection of nature in the 
region are the main goal of an agreement 
on cooperation signed on October 12, 2012 
between the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) of Russia and IDEA. The three-
year agreement on cooperation was signed 
by Mr. Igor Chestin, the director of WWF 
Russia, and Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva, initiator of 
the IDEA campaign.

This agreement envisages development of 
interaction to protect the wild nature of the 
Caucasus in such areas as the  application 
and popularization of advanced 
environmental practices, technologies and 
standards, the formation of environmental 
awareness amongst the population, the 
expansion and creation of protected 
territories, as well as the development of 
programs for restoration of the European 
bison and Caucasian leopard.

In order to implement this agreement, the 
sides will develop and ratify a working plan 
on its implementation every year.
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The Forum of the Azerbaijani Youth 
Association in Russia “AMOR - Uniting 
Hearts” was held in Moscow on 12-13 
October 2012. On the second day of the forum 
a session organized by the IDEA Campaign 
was opened to discussions at the topic of the 

“Responsibility for the Cleaner Future”.

The session started with a speech of the rector 
of the Academy of Public Administration 
under the President of Azerbaijan Mr. 
Urkhan Alakbarov. Author of the well-
known books on the environmental issues, 
Mr. Alakbarov talked about the importance 
of preservation of nature for our future 
development and the transition of humankind 
to a new level of thinking. The concept of 
ecological civilization was introduced by Mr. 
Alakbarov 20 years ago as a way of coping 
with changes in the world. The core meaning 
of the concept lies in the propagation of a 
culture of moderate, reasonable consumption 
and green technologies. 

Speaking at the forum, coordinator of the 
WWF Russia on biodiversity Mr. Vladimir 
Krever described the work of the Fund in the 
North Caucasus. He noted the importance of 
protecting the ecology of the North Caucasus, 
which has unique natural conditions and 
which is home to many endemic species.

Ms. Karina Khudenko, Partner, Head of 
the Charity Committee and Leader of the 
Ecological Program of PwC Russia spoke 
about “Responsibility for the Clean Future” 
together with Ms. Ekaterina Kapralova, 
Senior Marketing and Communications 
Manager of PwC Russia presenting on the 

“Internet, Social Media and Youth” trends.

Head of the socio-environmental center 
“Ecosphere” Ms. Firuza Sultanzade talked 
about the activity of the center, focused on 
the raising awareness for the environmental 
issues. The photographer of the National 
Geographic magazine, Mr. Reza Deghati 
spoke about the photo contest “Children’s Eyes 
on Earth” jointly organized with Ms. Leyla 
Aliyeva and IDEA Campaign. 

It is noteworthy to mention that the winner 
of the contest, Anastasiya Vorobko, 9, was 
also invited to the Forum and met with Mrs. 
Aliyeva and Mr. Deghati after the session. 

responsibility 
For thE clEAnEr 
FuturE
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Joint Unep-iDea 
grEEn WEEk
series of conferences

An International Green Week 
series of events organized jointly 
by the IDEA campaign and 
United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP) was held on 
November 12-16, 2012. The 
meetings were attended by 
environmentalists from more 
than 20 countries, as well as high 
level officials of the UNEP and 
Azerbaijani government, such as 
Regional Director of UNEP for 

Europe Mr. Jan Dusik, Regional 
Coordinator of UNEP for 
Partnerships, Environment and 
Health Mr. Wondwosen Asnake 
Kibret, Minister of Ecology and 
Natural Resources of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan Mr. Huseyngulu 
Bagirov, Head of Political Analysis 
and Information Provision 
Department of the Presidential 
Administration Mr. Elnur Aslanov 
and other officials.

On November 12, a “What 
Did Youth Get Out of Rio+20?” 
International Youth Forum was 
held. The forum was dedicated 
to the discussion of the Rio+20 
outcome document and explored 
the opportunities available to 
advance youth participation and 
contribution to the implementation 
of the commitments made by Rio.  
A declaration to contribute to the 
implementation of the Rio +20 
Summit decisions was adopted at the 
end of the forum.
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The UNEP Major Groups and Stakeholders 
(MGS) Regional Consultation meeting (RCM) 
for Europe was organized on the second day 
of the week in Baku. It was the first time that 
the meeting had been organized outside the 
Western Europe. The RCM discussed the 
role of Major Groups and Stakeholders in the 
post-Rio+20, as well as the preparations for the 
14th Global Major Groups and Stakeholders 
Forum (GMGSF-14) and 27th Session of the 
UNEP Governing Council / Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum (GC27/GMEF). By the 
end of the meeting the Outcome Statement of 
Context Rio+20 was adopted and was linked 
to the Main Groups and Shareholders Global 
Forum that was held later in February, 2013, in 
Nairobi.

On November 14, UNEP experts organized 
an open lecture on environmental diplomacy 
and international affairs at the Azerbaijan 
Diplomatic Academy, attended by a broad 
audience of students and other interested 
participants. This lecture was aimed at  
expanding the knowledge of diplomats, 
politicians, decision-makers in regional and 
interregional organizations, national state 

The Green Week dialogues were aimed at providing 
a platform where leaders from around the globe 
could voice concerns about the future of our planet 
and find innovative solutions for our economy and 
environment. Some of the objectives and themes 
that were discussed included the youth response 
to Rio+20, the role of major stakeholders in post 
Rio+20, the Green Economy, environmental 
diplomacy and international affairs.

organizations, the private sector, and non-state 
organizations on environmental issues and, in 
this way, decrease the extent of the harm to the 
environment.

A Green Economy Round Table was held on 
November 15. High-level participants from 
various ministries in Azerbaijan with an 
interest in the Green Economy reviewed and 
discussed future steps based on the Green 
Economy Scoping Study jointly prepared 
by UNEP and Azerbaijani national experts. 
UNEP Regional Director for Europe Mr. Jan 
Dusik said that Azerbaijan, as a regional leader, 
would play an important role in the «green 
economy» development.

The 3rd Meeting of the Health Ministerial 
Board by the WHO was attended by Vice-
President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
and the founder of IDEA Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva. 
In her speech she noted that in recent years, 
Azerbaijan has become a place of global 
forums for discussing issues of international 
importance.
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issues reflect 
our thoughts 
And position 
As one of the 
regionAl And 
internAtionAl 
leAders in green 
development
mrs. aliyeva



WonDWosEn 
AsnAkE
kIbrEt 
Unep regional 
coorDinator for 
partnerships anD 
environment anD 
health

What does it mean for 
you to be responsible 
for the planet?

To be responsible for the planet means 
to be a global environmental citizenship 
or the explicit recognition that every 
member of our society has responsibilities 
in relation to the environment. I think 
we need to start from the concept that we 
are not only citizens of a country but that 
we are, first of all, members of the human 
species, and in a broader sense, global 
citizens and citizens of one Planet Earth.

This One Planet, I am talking about it the 
only livable planet we have. Planet Earth 
doesn’t have a mouth to speak for herself or 
defend herself when humankind continues 
to inflict so much damage to her existence. 
Therefore, to be responsible for the planet 
means being informed about one’s role 
in the biosphere and acting responsibly 
to protect it. It includes education, 
understanding and consequential action.

Today’s environmental crisis is not just 
about nature, but it is about people and 
their responsibilities. For example, have 
you ever wondered how we would win 
the battle on climate change? That battle 
should not be about respecting the 2° 
limit, reduction in CO2 emissions, but 
the battle should be about preventing 
the “dangerous” human interference and 
the about the kind of informed choices, 
decisions and lifestyles we are prepared to 
lead in our day to day lives.

Responsibility is about making the smart 
choices and priorities to transform our 
societies and preserve and pass on this 
only livable planet we have to coming 
generations better than we found it. 
Therefore, we need environmentally 
responsible actions in everything that we 
do. We care for the environment when 
we act as members of communities or 
organizations, as well as when we act just 
as individuals. We can all be (individuals, 
communities and organizations) 
environmental citizens.

What is the best way 
to contribute to the 
environment? Please 
share you experience.

When we look at the magnitude of the 
environmental problems and challenges 
we are facing today, it obvious that 
the solutions cannot be found by one 
government, one company, one community 
or just in isolation. It is worth to recognize, 
it requires a collective action to fix it. That 
means there is always a place at the table, 
room, community to lend a hand and be 
part of a movement and lifestyle to make 
positive contribution to the health and 
wellbeing of people and the planet. 

Therefore, whether you are young or old, 
don’t be on the side lines watching or 
being a bystander, rather get involved in 
sustainability issues, activities, projects, 
campaigns involving your friends and 
teachers in school, parents and families 
at home and in your local communities 
- such engagement will definitely bring 
positive dividend in terms of sustainable 
lifestyles and actions for others to follow, 
and to help ensure just like you other can 
realize their full potential in a healthy and 
safe environment. 
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WonDWosEn 
AsnAkE
kIbrEt 
Unep regional 
coorDinator for 
partnerships anD 
environment anD 
health

Which eco-action did 
you like mostly in 
other countries?

It would be very difficult to say that 
particular one is the best or remember 
the most, but the most important action 
is actually the willingness and drive of 
millions of young people investing their 
time, energy and good will to work on 
environmental sustainability activities, 
projects, and campaigns, and experiencing 
their ability to exchange and share their 
ideas and initiatives. Simple actions like 
the school project recycling Tetra pack to 
make desks, witnessing the determination 
of young people in Macedonia saving a 
buffalo species, or like the group in India 
saving pocket money to repair stop taps 
and reduce wastage of water or young 
people creating a school that is totally 
off the grid in south Africa or hearing 
the voice of a young person who lacked 
confidence standing in front of an audience 
saying “do this – I did and it worked”. 

The list goes on and on – and may be one 
special one to mention (even if I said I 
don’t have one that I favor most) would 
be children’s painting on environmental 
issues. They come from diverse cultures, 
background and continents. The children’s 
painting has a common thread that 
unites, connects and vividly displays their 
understanding and interconnection to the 
natural environment. What I have seen is a 
strong expression of peace, fear and hope 
about our planet, about their future, and 
their powerful plea for help to the leaders 
around the world for a global unity to solve 
the environmental challenges of our time. 
Such expression of art especially coming 
from children should inspire and engage 
everyone even more.

How would you call 
young people to be 
more environmentally 
friendly?
Young people are actually doing a lot, and 
they are more wise and responsible than 
we think of them. They have been and 
continue to be in the forefront in the fight 
against the impact of climate change to 
the struggle for dignity and social justice 
around the world. They do that by bringing 
their ideals, courage, energy, talent, 
creativity and persistence. 

The important element is to ensure the 
intergenerational partnership between 
the young and the elderly, and working 
together to creating new opportunities 
and solutions and implementing them 
together. Both young and old can work 
together not on short term interests and 
gains rather on long term perspectives 
whiling linking citizens to citizens, citizens 
to governments, working as a team and a 
catalyst for sustainable development and 
advocating for common interests of present 
and future generations.

IntervIews





Juan Carlos Canales

14 years
Spain

My Planet 
“This shot captures a pair of ibis flying over a factory 

in France. It’s sad to see such beautiful birds searching 
through garbage and waste.” 

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 / 2nd Prize



grEEn tAxIs
Within the framework of the Green Week 
project, the Green Taxis project was 
launched in the capital of Azerbaijan, 
Baku. Twenty cabs were decorated with 
environmental quotes and mottos such as 

“One Earth, One Future” and “Nature lives 
when it is loved”, calling for action and 
environmental enlightenment. 
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IDEAs For IDEA
contest helD Jointly 
with pwc azerbaiJan 

The PwC Talents Club is 
a free of charge student 
outreach program that 
brings the most talented 
university students 
together. Within this 
program, members of 
the Club had a chance to 
participate in lessons from 
PwC professionals covering 
such topics as consulting, 
auditing, essentials of 
financial management, 
taxation, leadership, 
advanced Excel, personal 
branding, and other 
essential skills to grow as a 
successful professional. The 
members of PwC Talents 
Club take part in social 
events.

On February 16, 2013, IDEA in 
cooperation with the PwC Talents 
Club, a project of PwC Azerbaijan, 
organized the «Ideas for IDEA» 
contest. This event was held at the 
IDEA Resource Center based at the 
Academy of Public Administration 
under the President of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan.

Three teams (Green 
Talents, Clean Baku and 
Green Thinkers) made  
presentations of projects 
to the audience and 
answered questions. The 
«Think Green, Speak 
Green and Act Green» 
project of the Green 
Talents team focused 
on environmental 
journalism and was 
selected as the winner. It 
is planned to implement 
the winning project with 
the support of PwC 
Azerbaijan and IDEA.

The “Ideas for IDEA” contest 
created an opportunity to 
find the best, sustainable, 
interactive, dynamic and 
cost effective methods 
of promoting ideas for a 
clean and safe life. Young, 
talented members of the 
PwC Talents Club were able 
to demonstrate how young 
people, students and society 
in general can act socially 
responsibly, help to preserve 
the environment and be 
agents of a safe, healthy and 
green future.



EArth DAy 2013
in azerbaiJan
The first Earth Day, on April 
22, 1970, involved 20 million 
Americans and is now widely 
credited with launching the modern 
environmental movement. The 
passage of the landmark Clean Air 
Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered 
Species Act and many other 
groundbreaking environmental laws 
soon followed. 

Volunteers took photos 
with the hash tag «face 
of climate» to depict 
the negative impacts 
of climate change and 
show the need to take 
action in order to 
mitigate these processes 
in nature. 

Within the framework 
of partnership IDEA 
and Earth Day Network 
together organized Earth 
Day on April 22, 2013 in 
Azerbaijan.

www.earthday.org

TOGETHER WE'VE REACHED
1,019,890,520
ACTS OF GREEN
HELP US REACH 2 BILLION

Growing out of the first Earth Day, 
Earth Day Network (EDN) works 
with over 22,000 partners in 192 
countries to broaden, diversify 
and mobilize the environmental 
movement. More than one billion 
people now participate in Earth Day 
activities each year, making it the 
largest civic observance in the world.

IDEA and EDN together aim to empower 
people to become active agents of sustainable 
and equitable development and promote an 
understanding that communities are pivotal to 
changing attitudes towards environmental issues.
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InEpo-EurAsIA 2013
The 7th INEPO-Eurasia Olympiad was held 
in April 2013 in Baku, Azerbaijan with the 
support of IDEA. The Vice-President of the 
Heydar Aliyev Foundation and the Founder 
of IDEA Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva participated at 
the opening ceremony of the Olympiad.

The organizers and juniors of the Olympiad 
presented the Special International Honorary 
Award for Environmental Protection to Mrs. 
Leyla Aliyeva in her capacity as a founder of 
the IDEA initiative. 

The main purpose of the Olympiad was to 
raise awareness among young people about 
the solution of environmental problems in 
Azerbaijan and the world and the protection 
of nature, and improve green thinking 
among school children.  
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In May 2012, on the occasion of 
International Migratory Bird Day, the 
IDEA campaign, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
of Azerbaijan, announced a Birdhouse 
Design tender.
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Local and foreign designers, 
environmentalists, youth activists with 
a background in environmental science 
and expertise could submit a design 
proposal for birdhouses. The goal of 
the project was to construct a number 
of birdhouses in and around Baku to 
provide nesting birds with safe shelters 
to lay eggs and raise fledglings and 
to shelter birds from harsh weather 
conditions.

A special jury was formed to assess over 
100 works presented to the competition, 
and the work of 26-year-old Mrs. 
Tatyana Biryugina from Kyrgyzstan 
won the first place.

IDEA birdhouses have already been 
installed by IDEA volunteers in 
parks and residential areas in Baku, 
Moscow, Bishkek, Minsk and Vilnius 
in April-May 2013.  The installation 
of the birdhouses was dedicated to the 
International Migratory Bird Day. 





chIlDrEn’s 
EyEs on EArth 
international 
photo contest 
& festival
IDEA, in cooperation with a famous photographer 
and humanitarian Mr. Reza Deghati, initiated the 
Children’s Eyes on Earth International Children 
and Youth Photo Contest  that gave young people 
a platform to show how they see the natural world, 
and the chance to discover some of the challenges 
currently facing our planet. By seeing through their 
eyes, it’s our hope that adults will also be inspired to 
take action.
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With the themes “I Love Nature” 
and “I Fear Pollution”, the contest 
drew thousands of entries from more 
than 1,200 young people in over 90 
countries around the world. In May 
2013 a festival of the best photos of 
the contest was held, aimed at raising 
the awareness of environmental 
issues through the eyes of young 
people and their photographs. 
The Festival & Exhibition gave 
the talented contest winners the 
unique opportunity to develop 
their photography skills through a 
series of events and workshops in 
Baku. Festival highlights included an 
outdoor exhibition, film screenings, 
seminars and an opening night 
Awards Ceremony. 

Children’s Eyes On Earth was 
initiated by IDEA, and was also 
supported by the WPO (World 
Photography Organization), 
National Geographic Kids, SDN 
(Social Documentary Network), 
Ministry of Youth and Sports of 
Azerbaijan, FotoEvidence, Aina 
World, SFR Jeunes Talents and 
Webistan Photo Agency.



rEzA DEghAtI
photographer, 
hUmanitarian

What does 
responsibility for the 
planet mean to you?

I believe that everything in the universe, 
including all the planets, the stars, the 
Milky Way and everything that exists, 
both known and unknown is all a part of 
one whole thing. Everything that lives on 
the planet including humans, animals, 
trees – all of them are working together 
in harmony. We humans are the ones 
who started creating buildings, cities and 
different infrastructures so we have to be 
aware that we still remain interconnected 
with everything on the planet and ensure 
that we do not harm the harmony that 
exists.

As an individual I have to use my time, 
my energy and the time I’m living on this 
planet to save this harmony and if I see that 
something is going wrong, I try to avoid it 
and explain to people how not to destroy 
this harmony, because if we destroy it 
everything will be destroyed. I believe this 
is the responsibility of every individual on 
this planet.

This responsibility also comes with the 
belief that after travelling for more than 
34 years now and visiting more than 115 
countries I’ve seen different human beings 
suffering or taking pleasure in different 
cultures and places and I have also seen 
the destruction made by humans to the 
planet. All of this makes me firmly believe 
that we are all related to each other, we are 
all a part of one whole body. Let me show 
you one example: if we cut our finger, our 
whole body will suffer. So responsibility 
makes us avoid this destruction and think 
about how we can avoid such a wound 
on the planet for the whole history of the 
humanity.

Please share with 
us your experience 
as to the best way 
to contribute to the 
environment.

There are two different ways of 
contributing to the environment and 
safeguarding it: one is the individual 
approach when each of us should feel 
responsibility in our daily life, in every 
action that we do, in every decision 
we make. We have to ask ourselves 
questions such as “What am going 
to do now?”, “Will my actions harm 
humanity and the environment?”. The 
second way is education, which in my 
view is more important. We should 
think about education and safeguarding 
the environment from a very early age. 
Education is the key to the future of 
humanity and is the best way to safeguard 
it. We have gone too far by ignoring 
and not educating our children and 
not explaining the importance of the 
environment. Once again, there is only one 
word, one solution – education.

As a journalist and photographer for more 
than 33 years I have expressed the beauty 
of life and the beauty of humanity in all of 
my works. I have also showed that if we 
don’t care about this beauty, if we destroy 
it by wars and conflicts and all kinds of 
crime, then humanity will go the wrong 
way. Using my stories in the National 
Geographic magazine and National 
Geographic television, as well as in other 
programs I was involved in, I always tried 
to invite everyone to look at how beautiful 
the planet is and why we should prevent its 
destruction. In the meantime, not only as a 
photojournalist, but also as a humanitarian 
I have been involved in many humanitarian 
projects that were mainly educating future 
journalists, writers, photographers and 
filmmakers all around the world. I have 
taught thousands of people from different 
countries to become the storytellers of 
beauty, humanity and disaster and explain 
to them why we should care about the 
planet. 
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rEzA DEghAtI
photographer, 
hUmanitarian

Launching the “Children’s Eyes on 
Earth” project jointly with the IDEA 
organization was one of the ways that 
attracted the attention of children first of 
all by giving them the opportunity to go 
around, explore the environment and get 
to know the beauty of nature  with the “I 
Love Nature” topic. The second topic was 
“I Fear Pollution” and was probably the 
best way to talk to children, make them 
curious and look around and find out 
what pollution means. Younger children 
should start understanding it. Photography 
brings curiosity and I think words don’t 
mean the same to children as images and 
photographs, especially now when the 
new generation of children is becoming 
attracted by images and photos and 
that’s why my experience in many other 
countries shows that photography is the 
best medium for talking to children and 
getting them to understand beauty and 
responsibility and the harm pollution can 
bring to the planet.

Which eco-action did 
you remember and 
like most in other 
countries?

I believe we should look at the traditions. 
.: I believe we should look at traditions. 
In analyzing every country which I have 
been to, I have seen that the people living 
in villages and in the very remote places 
of Africa are much more environmentally 
friendly than those living in the big cities 
and rich countries.  The main problem 
of not being environmentally friendly is 
that it comes from the rich countries, the 
places where urbanization has gone too 
far. Otherwise the best traditions on the 
protection of the environment existed from 
the beginning of humanity and came to us 
from our ancestors.

How would you urge 
young people to be 
environmentally 
friendly in their daily 
lives?
Education, photography and using the 
media are the best ways to involve young 
people. Environmental ideas should be 
brought up in every family, because it’s 
more difficult to make children understand 
environmental issues if they have not been 
educated from an early age. That is why we 
should start working on this process from 
very early childhood at 7-9 years of age, go 
to schools and give lessons on ecology.

After visiting the majority of countries 
of the world I have seen that traditional 
education is very environmentally friendly. 
In this regard we should pay more 
attention to the education of children in 
big cities and rich countries. This is a real 
disaster, as economical comfort has shown 
people who ignore the environment the 
harm they are creating. I think “Children’s 
Eyes on Earth” is one of the best projects 
that could lead children to understanding 
the environment and I would be pleased 
to open a photographic exhibition through 
the CEOE project for the distribution of 
ecology-related photos as well as show 
films at schools after naming one day as 
ecological education day. Unfortunately 
there are not enough countries that hold 
these events and I hope that IDEA will 
start this initiative in Azerbaijan soon. This 
could, in fact, be a great eco-activity for 
children. 

IntervIews





Joe Boyle

17 years
United Kingdom

Majesty In Captivity
“This image shows a majestic polar bear kept in captivity. I’ve tried to portray 

loving nature through my own viewpoint as a teenager growing up in a 
changing world, trying to appreciate what we have, while we have it.”

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 / 2nd Prize





IDEA cAmpAIgn  
350.org
start 
cooperation

In early 2013 IDEA 
started cooperation 
with the global climate 
movement 350.org. 
Since climate change is one of the areas 
of activity of the IDEA campaign, the 
organizations agreed to unite their 
efforts in the Global Power Shift 
campaign (www.globalpowershift.org).

Global Power Shift (GPS) began with 
an international summit of climate 
leaders in Istanbul, Turkey on June 
10-17, 2013. The summit was a chance 
for them to refine skills, create personal 
bonds and community, share a global 
vision for change, and strategize how 
to organize different actions and 
similar summits back home. The local 
Power Shifts are a turning point for 
youth mobilization in the countries, 
in order to educate the public about 
the realities and solutions to climate 
change.

IDEA representatives, as well as other 
climate activists from a variety of 
backgrounds participated in the GPS 
from the Azerbaijani side.

350 means 
safety from the 
climate crisis.
to preserve our planet, 
scientists tell us we must 
reduce the amount of CO2 
in the atmosphere from 
its current level of 400 
parts per million («ppm»)to 
below 350 ppm. But 350 is 
more than a number—it’s a 
symbol of where we need 
to head as a planet.

At 350.org, we’re building 
a global grassroots 
movement to solve the 
climate crisis and push for 
policies that will put the 
world on track to get to 
350 ppm.
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grEEn grAFFItI
festival organizeD 
for the first time in 
azerbaiJan

IDEA has kept promoting innovative 
approaches to the solution of 
environmental problems since its 
establishment and in order to keep the 
harmony between environment and art 
the campaign organized the first ever 
International Green Graffiti festival 
on May 12, 2013, as a part of the 
Environmental Art project series. 

 
The project aimed to 
inform the public and 
raise awareness about 
global environmental 
problems by means 
of graffiti art. This 
project overall was 
a great opportunity 
for young artists all 
around the world to 
create and promote a 
new environmental art 
direction in their work.
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grEEn grAFFItI
festival organizeD 
for the first time in 
azerbaiJan

Each person throws away 
approximately 4 pounds of 
garbage per day.

One bus carries as many 
people as 40 cars.

Recycling one ton of paper 
saves 17 trees, 2 barrels 
of oil, 4,100 kilowatts of 
energy, 3.2 cubic yards 
of landfill space and 60 
pounds of air pollution.

Approximately 5 million 
tons of oil produced in the 
world each year ends up in 
the ocean.
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tunzAlA 
AgAyEvA
popUlar
singer

In 2013 you 
participated in 
several IDEA projects. 
Please describe your 
experiences and 
feelings.
With great pleasure, both as a composer 
and a singer, I wrote the lyrics and 
performed the anthem of the IDEA 
campaign. I hope that the song is a bright 
and melodic appeal and reflects the 
main goals of the organization. Later, I 
participated as one of the jury members in 
the Eco Picture Diary 2013contest. I would 
like to highlight and praise the aim of this 
competition for children: educating and 
increasing love for the environment among 
the young generation. At the same time, 
the contest is revealing new talents.  

After your 
cooperation with 
IDEA, did it change 
your attitude to 
environmental issues?
Of course, I can say that IDEA serves a 
sacred cause. Once more, we realize that 
human beings and nature are all of a piece. 
One cannot exist without the other.

As an Honored Artist 
of the Azerbaijan 
Republic, do you 
think that the 
involvement of art 
in IDEA activities 
may influence the 
achievement of 
success?
Undoubtedly, art is the brightest, kindest 
and best instrument for people’s education 
and consideration for nature.

IntervIews



On August, 2-3, the 
Ministry of Youth and 
Sport of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, IDEA 
campaign and Icheri 
Sheher State Historical-
Architectural Museum 
organized a Green 
Economy Camp at the 
Gala State Historical 
Ethnography Reserve.

grEEn
Economy
yoUth
camp

During the camp 
leading experts 
held training on 
waste management, 
nature and efficient 
technology and green 
marketing.
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Besides preparing 
draft proposals 
on environmental 
protection and the 
green economy, 
and taking part in 
diverse workshops, 
participants 
also toured the 
SOCAR Ecological 
Park and Gala 
State Historical 
Ethnography 
Reserve.

The project aimed to raise awareness on 
environmental protection, the ecological benefits of 
applying non-waste and low-waste technologies and 
to study the role of youth in reducing the harmful 
effects of economic development on the environment.
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rEcyclE For 
EnvIronmEnt 
yoUth
camp 
The Recycling for 
the Environment 
Youth Summer 
Camp was hold 
in Ismayilli 
and Goychay, 
Azerbaijan on 
July 28-31, 2013.

The camp, which aimed to involve up to 
30 young people, was organized with the 
support of the IDEA campaign, Goychay 
Development Centre public union, Ireli 
public union, the US Education Centre and 
SOCAR Ecology Department.

During the camp, training was given on 
diverse environmental themes such as 
household waste and its management, the 
advantages of recycling, eco-volunteerism, 
fundraising in order to implement young 
people’s ideas and education opportunities in 
the US. In addition, training was held on the 
dangers of plastics for the environment.

On the last day of the camp, the participants 
toured the SOCAR eco-park in Gala 
district. They were informed about the 
goal of the eco-park, its production fields 
and infrastructure. The camp aimed to 
organize efficient summer time for young 
people, encourage them to protect nature 
and increase their knowledge about the 
environment.
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IntErnAtIonAl 
youth 
EnvIronmEntAl 
camp
The camp was organized 
jointly by the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, IDEA 
campaign and Nature Friends 
public union, in accordance 
with the priority action plan 
for socio-humanitarian 
cooperation of CIS countries 
in 2013-2014.
The project aimed to strengthen 
ecological thinking in our country and 
the region, increase the responsibility 
of youth for ecology and the 
environment and give impetus to the 
implementation of ecological projects 
in Azerbaijan.

Seminars to familiarize participants 
with ecological projects in Azerbaijan, 
sustainable waste management, 
eco-volunteerism, ecotourism, the 
preservation of wildlife and specially 
protected areas, as well as group and 
role play games and ecological actions 
were held at the camp.

The camp was hold in phases in 
Baku and Ismayilli. It involved 
nearly 80 youths from Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan.

OUR VISION

“Releasing the power of youth to create greater harmony 
with our global environment”

Campaign is mainly focusing on the power of youth and 
considers it as an important tool to change the way we 
behave and consume our surrounding natural world.

OUR MISSION

One of our main objectives is to create a real and virtual 
community of young people, regionally and internationally, 
with a shared passion for the environment

Nurture virtual community through an open dialogue 
which provides information, inspiration and practical calls 
for environmental actions

Empower each member of this community to become 
an ambassador and leader for local environmental 
awareness and action
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Almost every day we come across 
homeless pets. In many cases, 
homeless pets become a real source 
of danger for us and kids, because 
of several animal diseases and 
lack of care. During the visits to 
AARC young IDEA members are 
given detailed information about 
the dangers of animal diseases and 
importance of animal care. They 
are introduced to the activities and 
working principles of the center, take 
part in the treatment process of the 
ill animals and spend one day with 
homeless animals.

IDEA members regularly visit Azerbaijan Animal Rescue 
Center (AARC).

The main intention of the visits is to draw the attention 
of young people to homeless animals, encourage youth to 
treat them well and make an effort to get sick animals back 
to life in the wild. 

contribUtion 
to thE Work
oF AArc
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The main purpose of the 
center is to contribute to 
the control of homeless pets 
and development of animal 
care culture in Azerbaijan. 
Therefore, establishing clubs, 
conducting awareness raising 
activities at kindergartens 
and schools and involving 
young veterinarians in 
capacity building training 
are just a small part of the 
activities of AARC.
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The Azerbaijan Animal Rescue 
Center (AARC) was established 
in 2009. The activities of the 
Azerbaijan Animal Rescue 
Center are supported by 
Vice-President of Heydar 
Aliyev Foundation, founder of 
IDEA (International Dialogue 
for Environmental Action) 
campaign, Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva.

www.aarc.az





Nikita Hoshko

7 years
Ukraine

Hide And Seek
“‘Can you see me?’ asked the squirrel.”

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 



On September 7, 2013 IDEA held a 
coastal cleanup action on Nardaran 
beach on the occasion of International 
Coastal Cleanup Week, which 
is celebrated in the first week of 
September every year. The action was 
held under the slogan “All together for 
nature in cleanup week”.

coastal
clEAnup ActIon
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The main goal of the action was 
to collect trash in the coastal 
zone, draw the attention of 
youth to the pollution of the 
Earth and its dangers and to 
encourage people to keep the 
territory clean.

More than 100 young people participated 
in the action. To meet hygiene standards, 
participants wore special gloves. They divided 
the collected trash into food and non-food 
waste. Then the collected trash was sent to 
Balakhani landfill and waste-to-energy plant 
to be sorted and recycled.

It should be 
noted that IDEA 
regularly holds 
cleanup actions 
because of their 
benefits for both 
humankind and 
the environment.
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whether you are a lifetime nature conservationist or new to our 
cause, we invite you to join our network. we welcome new ideas 
and value enthusiasm from members and volunteers, new and 
old.

Maybe you would like to join in a discussion group of people who 
are working to save, and heal, our planet from the  destruction 
that has been caused by human development.

Please join us in our quest to save our beautiful planet from 
extinction due to the activities of humans.

www.ideacampaign.org

Join Us



iDea starteD 
coopErAtIon 
WIth AFFA
In October 2013, IDEA started cooperation with the Azerbaijan Football 
Federations Association (AFFA).
The cooperation aims to raise environmental awareness, making 
environmental protection one of the main focuses of AFFA and drawing 
the attention of footballers and football fans to environmental protection by 
implementing various ecological projects.
During the Azerbaijan-Northern Ireland and Azerbaijan-Russia World Cup-
2014 football qualifiers, IDEA installed ‘green’ banners in the stadium and 
called on fans, who watched the match both live and away from the stadium, 
to take care of the environment.
Both local and international projects are planned as part of the cooperation.

During Azerbaijan-Northern Ireland and Azerbaijan-Russia 
football matches that took place as part of World Cup-2014 
qualifier, IDEA installed ‘green’ banners in the stadium and called 
on fans, who watched the match both live and away from the 
stadium, to take care of environment.

Both local and international projects are planned to be 
implemented as a part of the cooperation.
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Dr. zIyA
DJ,
tv presenter

What do you think, 
how important 
is creativity in 
the organization 
and promotion 
of environmental 
projects?
It is essential! Nowadays in the times of 
high technology, speed, the Internet, social 
networks, constant lack of time, people’s 
inability to focus on global issues, creativity 
is perhaps the most effective and efficient 
tool to beneficially influence and attract the 
attention, not only of activists, but also of 
many ordinary people.

How do you imagine 
the launch of a 
special project on 
the radio that will 
propagandize young 
people to be more 
responsible for the 
environment?
Radio is the most interactive source of 
information. I would avoid the word 
«propaganda». Besides, life itself teaches 
us to be more responsible. The most 
important thing is to find a synthesis 
between radio and a sense of responsibility 
for the surrounding world. We need 
examples from those citizens who have 
some weight in society.

Do you think young 
people can stand up 
for the protection of 
the planet?
Youth has always been in the vanguard. 
And the generation of our active 
youngsters who have an immense 
capability to realize their own talents and 
healthy ambitions – this generation has 
great potential and, more importantly, the 
conditions for active participation in the 
protection of the country and the world.

IntervIews



On October 31, 2013, Mrs. Leyla 
Aliyeva made a speech at the third 
Baku International Humanitarian 
Forum. In her speech she stressed 
the importance of the discussion 
of environmental issues among 
modern youth. 

3rD bakU 
IntErnAtIonAl 
humAnItArIAn 
Forum
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«If man doesn’t change his attitude 
towards the environment, future ecological 
disasters will pose a threat to humanity. 
So when we put forward the initiative a 
few years ago of international dialogue for 
environmental action, it was our priority 
to draw the attention of society to the 
need to protect our fragile environment,» 
she said. Mrs. Aliyeva also expressed 
satisfaction that in all the panels, the 

subject of ecology would be touched upon. 
«I am glad that today ecological issues are 
becoming important,» she said, adding 
that by joining forces great results can 
be achieved in improving the ecological 
situation.
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globAl vIEW on 
EnvIronmEntAl 
IssuEs In thE 
oIl InDustry 
international 
conference

The opening ceremony of the event was held on November 
4, 2013. The greeting of the  Vice-President of Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva was delivered to the guests 
by the IDEA representative.

This event served as a platform for flagging global 
environmental issues, highlighting existing problems, 
reiterating global commitments as well as sharing positive 
experiences and innovative technologies used in protection 
of the environment in the oil and gas industry. High-ranking 
industry experts delivered over 30 presentations at  the event.

The international conference 
Global View on Environmental 
Issues in the Oil Industry was 
held on November 4-5, 2013 at 
the Fairmont Baku, Azerbaijan. 
The event was organized by 
IDEA, ITECA Caspian and PSG 
(Practical Solutions Group) with 
the official support of the State 
Oil Company of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (SOCAR) and BP.

The conference brought together government 
authorities, prominent public figures, heads of oil 
and gas companies and relevant international 
organizations, leading specialists, well-known 
academics and NGOs involved in protection of 
the environment. 
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toUr to
bAlAkhAnI WAstE
to EnErgy
plAnt 
IDEA  organized an education tour to Balakhani 
Waste to Energy Plant on the occasion of 
World Recycling Day, which is celebrated on 15 
November. The tour aimed to raise awareness of 
domestic and industrial waste management and 
recycling procedure and to form green thinking 
among youth.

It also aimed to  inform young people about 
environmental projects implemented in the 
country, making them aware of environmental 
problems and their solutions, and arranging their 
leisure time in an effective way. An expert from 
the plant gave an insight into the stages of the 
process of waste incineration and the generation of 
energy as a result.

84% of all household waste 
can be recycled.

More than 1/3 of all energy 
is used by people at home.

Only 11% of the earth’s 
surface is used to grow 
food.

Perhaps you know some interesting 
ecological facts, if so please send them 
to us! info@ideacampaign.org
We will be happy to add them to our list. 
Please put IDEA ECOLOGY FACTLIST as 
the subject of your email.





Raghav Paul

15 years
India

Loving Couple
“I photographed these beautiful green birds at the UNESCO World Heritage Site, 

Qutub Minar, in New Delhi.”

Children’s Eyes On Earth 2012 
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Eco-bIcyclE
proJect in ganJa

IDEA constantly conducts environmental projects not only in the capital city of 
Azerbaijan, Baku, but also in other regions of the country. One of the target cities 
of the campaign is Ganja, the second largest city of Azerbaijan. Besides being one 
of the most ancient cities of the country, Ganja is also a youth city.  In November 
2013, Ganja was announced the European Youth Capital for the year 2016.

The city has the largest park in the South Caucasus named after Heydar Aliyev. The 
entrance of the park has been specially designed with trees with the slogan “Love makes 
nature grow” by the IDEA campaign.  IDEA placed wooden figures with the slogan 

“Together for the environment” in the center of the park. In order to protect migratory 
birds, IDEA birdhouses have been installed on many trees in the park. In addition, some 
rare tree species have been gifted by Vice-president of Heydar Aliyev Foundation, 
founder of the IDEA campaign, Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva, to be planted in the area of the park.

To call on people to keep the area clean, to reduce waste, reuse and recycle, special 
stickers have been placed on rubbish bins in the central parts of Ganja by the 
IDEA campaign. The campaign also provided bicycle lanes in Ganja, the first in 
Azerbaijan. The main goal of the project is to motivate people to avoid polluting the 
air by switching from cars to environmentally friendly transport, such as bicycles.

Besides, the IDEA campaign is going to open an IDEA Recourse Center in the Youth 
Center of Ganja soon. The opening of the center is planned for the beginning of 2014.
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In December 2013, the State Agency 
for Public Service and Social 
Innovations under the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan –ASAN service 
and IDEA signed a memorandum of 
cooperation.

Joint proJect
of iDea anD
AsAn WAs 
lAunchED

“ASAN service” center under the State Agency 
for Public Service and Social Innovations 
under the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan was established by the Decree of 
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
No.685 dated 13 July 2012.
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The main purpose of the memorandum is to 
support environmental projects in ASAN service 
centers, increase environmental awareness among 
citizens and implement joint educational activities 
in the field of the environment. The memorandum 
also provides access to international initiatives 
on environmental protection and cooperation in 
areas of mutual interest.

Within the context of the cooperation an IDEA 
social commercial video is now being shown on 
the monitors of all ASAN service offices. 

In addition, IDEA info stands in the shape of 
a plane tree have been set up in ASAN’s Ganja 
offices and all ASAN’s Baku offices also have been 
provided with such stands. Each stand contains 
messages of “10 ways to save the world”, educating 
people how they can contribute to the solution of 
environmental problems
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trEE 
plAntIng 
in bakU 
anD 
ganJa

IDEA held a tree planting 
action in the suburb of Baku, 
Zikh district, on November 
17 and in Azerbaijan’s 
second largest city, Ganja on 
December 1, 2013.
IDEA aims to contribute to the 
environment, to form ecological 
partnerships, promote environmental 
awareness among young people and 
engage the younger generations to make 
a worthy and interesting voluntary 
contribution for the benefit of nature 
everywhere.

Together they planted 
more than 5000 
coniferous trees in 
the shape of the 
letters IDEA.

The area, which is now planted with trees, 
was formerly land unsuitable for sowing and 
contaminated with domestic waste. Prior to the 
IDEA campaign action, the planting area was 
cleaned of domestic waste and made suitable for 
sowing with the help of several agro-technical 
services.

In Ganja, more than 10,000 trees were planted 
on the initiative of IDEA and with the support of 
the Ganja city executive authorities. The action 
held at the Heydar Aliyev Park in Ganja involved 
over 1,000 volunteers. The trees planted in the area 
were mainly the Eldar pine, cypress and sycamore, 
which give special beauty to Ganja and play a 
special role in enriching the air with oxygen.

The campaign brought 
together over 150 
volunteers in Baku. 
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thE 4th cAspIAn 
tEchnologIEs For 
the environment   
international 
exhibition
IDEA took part in 
the 4th Caspian 
Technologies for 
the Environment 
International 
Exhibition in Baku.
CTE 2013, the biggest event for 
environmental protection in the 
Caspian and Caucasus regions, started 
on November 20, 2013 and presented 
innovations in environmental 
protection and natural resource 
management.

Visitors to the exhibition received 
different reporting publications and 
additional material about the activity 
of the IDEA campaign along with 
detailed information about projects 
and plans from IDEA representatives. 
The IDEA campaign supported the 
exhibition alongside the Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan.

The aim of the exhibition was to 
attract worldwide attention to 
environmental projects in Azerbaijan 
and to establish cooperation between 
local and international organizations 
working in the field.
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international 
Eco pIcturE 
DIAry 2013
contest helD 
for the first 
time among 
azerbaiJani 
schoolchilDren

In November 2013, on the 
initiative of Leyla Aliyeva, head 
of IDEA, under the auspices of 
UNESCO and with the support 
of the Heydar Aliyev Center and 
Panasonic Marketing (PMCIS) 
the international Eco Picture 
Diary 2013 contest was organized 
for the first time among 
Azerbaijani schoolchildren.

The national stage of the contest 
was held in Baku and Ganja, 
Azerbaijan’s second largest city, 
on November 1-15, 2013. Eco 
Picture Diary 2013 was aimed 
at promoting ecological culture 
among the new generation and a 
feeling of care and responsibility 
for flora and fauna. The project 
also served to formulate an active 
civil position on the protection of 
the environment and healthcare.
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Schoolchildren aged 6-11 and 12-15 
participated in the contest. Participants 
were required to reflect a picture and 
describe the idea behind it in their Eco 
Diary, specially distributed among the 
children by the organizing committee. 
A total of 5,000 eco diaries were 
circulated among schoolchildren in 
Baku and Ganja; as a result more than 
3,000 diaries were filled and submitted 
to the organizing committee. This is the 
highest figure for the 51 countries that 
took part in the international contest.

The diaries were evaluated by jury 
members, who included representatives 
of IDEA, the Heydar Aliyev Center, 
Ministry of Education, Ministry 
of Ecology and Natural Resources, 
UNESCO, Panasonic Marketing CIS, 
as well as of the media and NGOs. 

The award ceremony of the national 
stage of Eco Picture Diary 2013  took 
place in the Heydar Aliyev Center on 
December 10, 2013. 

The winner, Fuad Soltanov, 11, who 
studies at Baku European Lyceum, 
and 19 finalists were awarded with 
certificates and valuable gifts.

Sultanov also represented Azerbaijan 
at the award ceremony of the 
international contest in Paris on 
December 3-6.

The Eco Picture Diary contest has 
been held since 2008. In total, around 
300,000 schoolchildren from 51 
countries took part in the contest 
last year. This year the project was 
implemented for the first time in 
Azerbaijan by the IDEA campaign.



lEArnIng From
EAch othEr
international 
environmental
forUm 
On December 17, 2013, the 
international environmental forum 
of the CIS youth “Learning from 
each other” was opened in Baku. 
The official partners of the event 
organized by the Ministry of Youth 
and Sport of Azerbaijan were IDEA 
Public Union and the «Friends of 
Nature» Public Association.

In her message to 
the participants of 
the forum, IDEA 
Founder Mrs. Leyla 
Aliyeva called 
on the shared 
responsibility for 
the future of the 
region’s ecology. 

“Only joint action 
and cooperation 
in order to save 
fragile nature can 
deliver tangible 
results in this area”, 
- she added.
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2013 was declared the year 
of ecological culture and 
environment in the CIS. 
Over 40 young ecologists 
from these countries 
participated at the event.
The forum aimed at strengthening of 
environmental thinking in Azerbaijan and 
in the world, increasing the responsibility 
of the youth in the sphere of ecology, as 
well as speeding up the implementation of 
environmental projects in Azerbaijan.



IDEA socIAl 
ADvErtIsEmEnt
on environment 
shot in hollywooD
In November 2013 IDEA released its 
social advertisement video calling on 
young people to protect the environment. 
The film was shot in Hollywood and it 
was the first joint environmental work by 
Azerbaijani and American clip makers. 
The video was made in English, with 
subtitles in Azerbaijani, English, Russian, 
French, Spanish, Arabic and Chinese.

The video shows people of different 
professions talking about their daily 
activities in the name of environmental 
protection, and calls on all people on 
Earth to join in. One person talks about 
stopping the use of plastic bags that do 
not decompose naturally, another speaks 
about plants, another about the transition 
to environmentally friendly cars that do 
not pollute the atmosphere, and another 
about steps to combat pollution. The video 
finishes with IDEA’s motto: «One Earth, 
One Future».
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chrIstmAs trEE
maDe of plastic bottles
was constrUcteD in bakU
IDEA and «YARAT!» Contemporary Art Space 
have carried out a joint project «From Waste to 
Art». Around 3000 plastic bottles were collected 
and used for the construction of a decorative 
Christmas tree installed at Samad Vurgun 
street in downtown Baku. 

The height of this extraordinary 
Christmas tree was seven meters 
while the diameter was around 
4 meters. The authors of this 
‘ecologically clean’ tree are two 
British artist-designers Nicholas 
Blake Sayers and Gleidon Mike 
Casey, known for their bold 
installations at exhibitions in the 
United States, Scotland, United 
Arab Emirates, the Netherlands, etc. 
The volunteers of IDEA and YARAT 
helped them to build this ‘plastic 
miracle.’ The Euronews Channel 
broadcasted the presentation of the 
tree on December 16, 2013. 

The basic idea of this design is to 
emphasize that atmosphere, and 
not surroundings, is important 
on every holiday. So, in order to 
create a festive mood, people don’t 
necessarily need to destroy living 
spruce and pine. Even an artificial 
tree can create a festive mood as 
well as a live one. 
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OUR PARTNERS:

Heydar Aliyev Foundation

Heydar Aliyev Center

The Ministry of Ecology and Natural 
Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan

The Ministry of Youth and Sport of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan

The Ministry of Education of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan

ASAN service

“Icheri Sheher” State Historical-
Architectural Reserve

“Tamiz Shahar” JSC

State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic

ITECA Caspian

Azerbaijan Youth Foundation

“Ireli” Public Union

National Assembly of Youth 
Organizations of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan

“Debate in Civil Society” Public Union

Association of Footbal Federations of 
Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan Animal Rescue Center

YARAT Contemporary Art Space

Balakhani “Waste to Energy” Plant

PricewaterhouseCoopers Azerbaijan

United Nations Development Programme 

United Nations Environment Programme

World Wide Fund for Nature

Webistan Photo Agency

National Geographic Kids-UK        

World Photography Organization

Socialdocumentary.net

Earth Day Network

60 Earth Hour

350.org

124 IDEA Campaign • Activity Report 2011-2013

www.ideacampaign.org



 Our Offices:

Nizami str. 1/3, 
“Sapphire Plaza” Business Center, 9th floor 
AZ1000, Baku, Azerbaijan 
 
Tel.:  (+99412) 497-63-16 
Fax:  (+99412) 497-63-16

12, Maliy Golovin Lane,  
107045, Moscow, 
Russian Federation 
 
Tel.:  +7 (495) 933-11-38 
Fax:  +7 (495) 935-73-39

The FuTure
is in Our hands
our goals and achievements

2011-2013
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Mikaelle Emond
14 years
Canada

Nature Drives Back The Enemy
“I wanted to show that even though humans 
are damaging the planet, nature is resilient 
and sometimes finds a way to fight back.“


